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The character of the city in Biblical accounts is decidedly ambiguous. The Book of Genesis portrays it often as the locus of suffering and sin. Its first mention is in Genesis 4:17 where, already accursed in living beyond the Edenic garden and castigated for the murder of his brother, Cain builds a city named after his firstborn son, Enoch. In the preceding verses, only four names are mentioned -Cain himself, his brother Abel and his parents Adam and Eve. The city propels forward the world: after Enoch is created, names proliferate, as does the global population. Just as Adam and Eve clothed themselves after committing the original sin, throughout the Old Testament the urban fabric covers over the shameful transgressions of pride, lust, avarice and envy. For their wrongdoings, Babel, Sodom and Gomorrah are in quick succession destroyed by God's wrath. Later, other human settlements will be visited by flood and pestilence. In the great Biblical cycle, from Genesis to Revelations, ultimately the city transforms into the place of redemption: the second coming of Christ is heralded precisely through the image of the new Jerusalem, the holy city, bathed in light and adorned in jewels, resplendent in the aftermath of the apocalypse. The redemptory narrative does not conclude with the return to a prelapsarian state of nature. Instead it is the City of God that will house and reward those of faith. As St Augustine was later to elaborate, although distinct spiritually, this 'City of King Christ' was inseparable in practice from what he elsewhere names the 'City of Earth': 'In truth, these two cities are entangled together in this world, and intermixed until the last judgment effects their separation' (Dods, 1948) . 1 The physical colocation and inseparability of good and evil, of friend and enemy, of heaven and hell, mark terrestrial urban space as deeply contradictory.
Contemporary commentary retain traces of this same ambiguity: cities continue to be characterised through antinomies. They are locations that witness splinterings (Graham & Marvin, 2001 ) and agglomerations (Sassen, 1991); participations and expulsions; consolidations of global power and political disenfranchisement; sustainable living and environmental pollution; technological innovation alongside material deprivation; the securitisation of property and the uprisings of civilians; extraordinary concentrations of wealth; and crippling displays of dispossession and poverty. Book titles published since 2008, the year UN Habitat announced that for the first time half the world's population has begun to live in urban environments, exhibit a kaleidoscopic array of qualifiers that authors have attached to the city object. The
